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Christophe Béné is a Research Fellow at IDS in the
Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction Team, and a
member of the Centre for Social Protection. He is
currently the Coordinator of the Adaptive Social
Protection (ASP) programme implemented by
IDS. He is a socioeconomist and policy analyst,
with 15 years’ experience in sub-Saharan Africa
and Asia. Through inter-disciplinary research, his
recent work has focused largely on poverty and
vulnerability analysis in relation to governance
and public policy in developing countries. He has
published more than 40 articles in key
international journals, and several book chapters.
Kate Carroll has worked at ActionAid for seven
years, taking on a variety of roles involving policy,
research and capacity building on education,
HIV/AIDS, social protection and urban poverty.
She currently divides her time between capacity
building on ActionAid’s human rights-based
approach, and ActionAid’s National
Development Strategy (NDS) project. This
project uses country research, coalition building,
advocacy and lobbying to influence governments
to adopt an alternative NDS that recognises the
social and economic rights of all citizens and lays
out a practical vision for state–citizen-led
development, founded on principles of
redistribution of wealth; self-reliant growth;
ecological justice and women’s rights through
recognition of the care economy.
Deepta Chopra is a Research Fellow at IDS. She
was awarded a doctorate in 2010 from the
Department of Geography, University of
Cambridge, for her thesis entitled ‘National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act, India:
Towards Understanding Policy Spaces’. Her
research interests involve state–society relations
and policy processes in South Asia, with special
expertise on rights-based and social protection
policies. She is currently preparing a book
manuscript on The Politics of Social Policy in India.
Stephen Devereux has been a Research Fellow at
IDS since 1996. His research interests include
famine, food security and rural development in
Africa. He was a founding Director of the Centre
for Social Protection in 2006 and a Director of
the Social Protection for Social Justice
conference in April 2011. Recent books include
Social Protection in Africa (Edward Elgar 2009)
with Frank Ellis and Philip White, and Social
Protection for Africa’s Children (Routledge 2011)
with Sudhanshu Handa and Douglas Webb.
Ellen Ehmke holds a graduate degree in political
sciences from the Free University Berlin,
Germany. She is an Associate Doctoral Fellow of
the International Centre for Development and
Decent Work (ICDD), an academic North–South
cooperation project hosted by the University of
Kassel. The focus of her PhD research is on recent
social policy reforms in India in the context of its
welfare regime. Her broader research interests
include welfare regimes outside the OECD, social
protection, informal employment and labour
standards. Ellen has worked for the ILO Social
Security Department and taught social policy in
both Kassel and Berlin.
Justine Gatsinzi has been National Coordinator of
the Vision 2020 Umurenge Programme (VUP),
Rwanda’s main social safety net programme,
since 2009. He came to the VUP after being the
National Coordinator of the Haute Intensité de
Main-d’œuvre (PDL-HIMO), the Labour-
intensive Public Works Programme. In 2011, he
took over as Deputy Director-General of a newly
formed Social Protection Programme Division,
which oversees the VUP and the Ubudehe
programme in the Rwanda Local Development
Support Fund (RLDSF). Previously, he served as a
community development agent in governmental
and non-governmental organisations, and also as
a high school teacher in the first four years of his
27-year professional life.
Rachel Godfrey Wood is a research consultant
for the International Institute for Environment
and Development (IIED), UK, and works on a
number of issues including climate change
adaptation and energy access. She is undertaking
a PhD at IDS from October 2011. This PhD will
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build on the work in her contribution to this IDS
Bulletin, focusing strongly on the extent to which
grants are spent in ways that reduce
vulnerability to climate change.
Tessa Hochfeld is a researcher at the Centre for
Social Development in Africa, University of
Johannesburg, South Africa. Her research
interests include social welfare and social policy,
gender and development, gender-based violence
and social protection.
Rebecca Holmes is a Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK and
specialises in research and policy advisory work in
the areas of social protection and gender. She has
led research projects in South Asia, South-east
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa on a range of social
protection topics, including analysing social
protection through a gender lens; exploring the
potential for social protection in fragile and post-
conflict contexts and assessing the impacts of
social protection on social inclusion.
Nicola Jones is a Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK and
specialises in research and policy advisory work
in the areas of social development, social
protection, gender and childhood. She has a PhD
in Political Science and has led multi-country
studies on gender- and child-sensitive social
protection policy and programming in Asia,
Latin America, West and East Africa, for a
number of international agencies. She also has a
particular interest in how and why research
knowledge is taken up by policy decision-makers
and development practitioners.
Andrew Kettlewell is a public financial
management professional who has been working
as a technical adviser on the Vision 2020
Umurenge Programme (VUP) since 2009. His
role is to advise on the financial management
systems which provide assistance to the extreme
poor selected to benefit under the VUP. He has
also worked on Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net
Programme, having conducted fiduciary risk
analyses in 2007 and 2009 and being part of the
team that designed the risk financing mechanism
to provide additional assistance to vulnerable
people adversely affected by covariate shocks.
Gabriele Koehler is a development economist and
a visiting Fellow at IDS. From 1983–2010, she was
an economist with UNESCAP, UNCTAD, UNDP
Latvia and the UNICEF Regional Office, South
Asia. Her focus areas are development policy,
international trade and investment, decent work
and social protection, gender and social inclusion,
and the Millennium Development Goals. She has
written on social protection in South Asia, human
development and human security, and UN history
and policy coherence, and is currently working on
ideas for the Millennium Agenda beyond 2015.
Julie Lawson-McDowall, a social scientist,
consults on social protection and gender from
Nairobi, most recently for UNICEF ESARO. A
graduate of SOAS, IDS and the University of
Bath, she was an adviser for Irish Aid in Zambia,
conducted participatory research with farmers
and agriculture scientists in Malawi, carried out
doctoral research on changing livelihoods and
gender relations in Pakistan and worked widely
as a consultant in Bangladesh. Current interests
are the interface between qualitative and
quantitative methods in impact evaluation, the
political economy of social protection and gender
and age relations in the Muslim world.
Ian MacAuslan is a consultant in Oxford Policy
Management’s poverty and social protection
team. He specialises in qualitative research,
working on urban and rural livelihoods, food
security, child labour, migration and social
protection. Ian currently focuses on the design
and impacts of cash transfers, and their
implications for social networks and politics.
J. Allister McGregor is leader of the Vulnerability
and Poverty Reduction Team at IDS. He uses his
background in economics and anthropology to
study how the formulation and implementation of
development policies impact upon poor people.
His work has addressed a range of development
issues, including governance and civil society,
credit and debt and poverty in natural resource
dependent communities. He is currently working
with the Rockefeller Foundation on the roles of
international development and philanthropy in
promoting human wellbeing in an uncertain and
crisis-prone twenty-first century. He is the co-
editor of Wellbeing in Developing Countries
(Cambridge University Press 2007).
Joseph Munsanje is a Cambridge Development
Studies MPhil graduate and currently leads the
Sightsavers Zambia Office as Country Director.
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He has contributed to strengthening the
Disability and Civil Society Social Protection
movement in Zambia. He is currently the
chairman of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of People with Disabilities –
Independent Monitoring Unit in Zambia and is
Patron of the Civil Society Platform for Social
Protection in Zambia.
Sophie Plagerson is a Post-doctoral Fellow at the
Centre for Social Development in Africa,
University of Johannesburg, South Africa.
Current projects include research on mental
health and socioeconomic interventions, social
protection and state–citizen relations.
Nils Riemenschneider is a senior consultant at
Oxford Policy Management. He works in a variety
of sectors including social protection, with a focus
on impact evaluations of cash transfer schemes
(South Africa, Kenya, Malawi and Kazakhstan).
He also supports the improvement of social
assistance schemes (Moldova and the Maldives).
Keetie Roelen is a Research Fellow at IDS in the
Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction Team and a
member of the Centre for Social Protection. She
is trained as a development economist, with a
PhD focused on the definition and measurement
of child poverty and the use of such measures for
social policy evaluation. Research interests include
quantitative and qualitative analyses of child
poverty and wellbeing, life-course trajectories
and the role of social policy and protection
schemes for the improvement of children’s lives.
Rachel Sabates-Wheeler is a Research Fellow and
Director of the Centre for Social Protection at
IDS. She has over 15 years’ experience working
on the themes of rural development, social
protection and migration. Her key publications
include: Transformative Social Protection: The Currency
of Social Justice; Migration and Social Protection:
Claiming Social Rights beyond Borders and the IDS
Bulletin 38.3 on ‘Debating Social Protection’.
Marguerite Schneider is a research officer in the
Psychology Department of Stellenbosch
University, South Africa, and an Independent
Consultant in Disability Studies. She is currently
completing a PhD on the measurement and
assessment of disability for disability statistics.
Her work spans broadly in the field of disability
studies and includes working in a range of
African and other countries on social protection
and social assistance programmes.
Esther Schüring is a social scientist, specialising
in the area of social protection policy. She has
mainly worked in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia
for the past eight years, advising governments on
the design, implementation and evaluation of
social protection programmes. Her current focus
lies in system strengthening, capacity
development of policymakers and applied
research in the area of social protection. Apart
from providing advisory services, she is currently
pursuing a PhD at the Maastricht Graduate
School of Governance, analysing the cost-
effectiveness of conditionality in social cash
transfer programmes.
Paul B. Siegel, PhD (Virginia Tech), has been a
consultant with the World Bank for over 20 years
on many issues related to agricultural, rural and
regional development, and social protection,
issues related to disaster risk management, and
recently with climate change. He was a professor
in the USA and Israel, and has worked in many
countries in Africa, Latin America, Asia and the
Middle East. He has also been a consultant in
recent years for UNDP and FAO. Recent
publications have primarily been related to social
dimensions of climate change, applying an asset-
based approach and the ‘social risk management’
framework.
Leslie Swartz is a Professor of Psychology at
Stellenbosch University. He has a long-standing
interest in disability studies, and recent
publications include Disability and International
Development (co-edited with Malcolm MacLachlan,
Springer 2009) and Able-Bodied: Scenes from a
Curious Life (Zebra Press 2010), a memoir
focusing on disability issues in southern Africa.
Dolf te Lintelo is a Research Fellow at IDS. His
research interests concern the politics of policy
and regulatory processes; participation in and
the exercise of power by state and non-state
actors in these; and the ways in which policies
structure vulnerabilities for the poor.
Thematically, his research has focused on food
and agriculture; social protection; environmental
health and the urban informal economy,
especially street vendors and, recently, youth. His
research has focused on development in South
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
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Savina Tessitore holds an MA in Development
Studies from IDS. Her main research interests
are social protection, food security, pastoralists,
vulnerability reduction and its relationship to
agency, power and rights. She has worked in
various capacities for local administrations,
NGOs, and FAO: and was recently involved in
designing and facilitating a workshop on power
and rights with stakeholders in the Indian
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
Wouter van Ginneken is an ex-staff member of the
International Labour Office. He has published
extensively on employment, income distribution,
technology and social security in low-, middle- and
high-income countries. He has been a consultant
with various international organisations, such as
the ILO, ISSA, UNRISD, EU and the Council of
Europe. He is the vice-Chairperson of the
Editorial Board of the International Social
Security Review and is currently working on social
security for migrants, as well as on poverty, human
rights and social security.
Nidhi Vij is currently pursuing a PhD in Public
Administration at the Maxwell School of
Syracuse University, USA. Her areas of interest
include development economics, social welfare
policy and public sector management relating to
South Asia. She received her Masters degree in
Economics from the Delhi School of Economics,
India. From 2007–09, Nidhi worked as a UNDP
consultant, as a member of the Monitoring and
Evaluation team for the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) for the Government of India.
Wamundila Waliuya is a Disability and Human
Rights activist and consultant. He works as
Advocacy Advisor to Sightsavers in Zambia and is
currently Project Manager for the Zambia
Disability and Human Rights project under the
Zambia Federation of the Disabled. He is the
former Chairman of the Zambia Federation of
the Blind and continues to demonstrate
excellent advocacy work for the disabled in
Zambia and abroad.
